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Ibulletin 
California state college, san bernardino AI 
February H,  198^ 
Dr .  Rober t  R.  Rober ts ,  63, one o f  the f i rs t  
facu l ty  members to  jo in  the p lanning s ta f f  for  
the fu ture Cal i forn ia  State Col lege,  San 
Bernard ino,  d ied Monday a f ternoon,  Feb.  13 a t  
St .  Bernadine 's  Hospi ta l  in  San Bernard ino.  
Dr .  Rober ts ,  professor  o f  h is tory  and f i rs t  chai r  o f  the Div is ion o f  Socia l  Sc iences,  
had taught  h is  c lasses through the end o f  the fa l l  quar ter .  He had been hospi ta l ized 
for  about  a  month a f ter  leukemia was d iagnosed.  
"The ent i re  campus communi ty  jo ins in  extending deepest  sympathy to  the Rober ts  
fami ly , "  sa id  Pres ident  Anthony H.  Evans.  "Dr .  Rober ts  was v i ta l ly  invo lved in  the 
creat ion o f  th is  co l lege.  He and the other  p lanners who labored d i l igent ly  to  g ive a 
sound academic foundat ion to  the new ins t i tu t ion le f t  a legacy for  fu ture generat ions 
to  carry  forward."  
Founding Pres ident  John M.  Pfau h i red h is  former  graduate school  co l league at  the 
Univers i ty  o f  Chicago to  jo in  the p lanning s ta f f  for  the new co l lege on June 30,  
1963,  lu r ing h im f rom an assoc ia te professor  pos i t ion at  San Jose State Col lege.  Dr .  
Rober ts  p layed a major  ro le  in  curr icu lum development  for  the new school .  Among 
o ther  tasks he wrote a l l  o f  the soc ia l  sc iences course descr ip t ions for  the f i rs t  
cata log.  
Dr .  Rober ts  was descr ibed by those who worked for  h im as a very  cons iderate and k ind 
person and by h is  co l leagues as an academic ian who gave s t rong leadersh ip  in  curr ic ­
ulum rev iew and development .  
Speaking for  the facu l ty  a t  the inaugurat ion o f  the f i rs t  pres ident ,  Dr .  Rober ts  sa id ,  
"The s ta f f  a t  the new s ta te  co l lege was dedicated to  the f inest  poss ib le  k ind o f  hu­
manis t ic  educat ion."  In  the co l lege 's  f i rs t  yearbook,  T Taur i ,  he wrote:  "A large 
and wel1-equipped campus is  in  our  fu ture,  but  few who were here w i l l  forget  the 
novel t ies  o f  a pr imi t ive campus,  both the foo l ish and the e f fect ive e f for ts  to  orga­
n ize and to  bu i ld .  I  do not  know which dec is ions we may regret  or  which ones we w i l l  
look back upon wi th  sat is fact ion,  but  1 do know that  the whole year  was a  un ique ex­
per ience in  co l lege l i fe . "  
Dr.  Rober ts  was cha i r  o f  the Div is ion o f  Socia l  Sc iences unt i l  1971,  when he began a 
s ix-year  s t in t  as chai r  o f  the Depar tment  o f  His tory .  His  successor  as d iv is ion 
chai r ,  Dr .  Ward McAfee,  became the f i rs t  dean o f  the School  o f  Socia l  Sc iences when 
t i t les  were changed in  1972.  
Over 
DR. ROBERT R. ROBERTS/ 
PIONEER FACULTY MEMBER, DIES 
Born Oct .  9 ,  1920 In  Changsha,  Chlna-of  miss ionary parents ,  Dr .  Rober ts  earned h is  
B.A.  f rom Whi tman Col lege and h is  M.A.  and Ph.D.  f rom the Univers i ty  o f  Chicago.  
His  f ie ld  was h is tory  and h is  d isser ta t ion was on "Pol i t ica l  and Economic Issues in  
the Socia l  Gospel  Movement . "  
Af ter  beginn ing h is  teaching career  a t  Drury  Col lege in  Missour i  in  19^9"51,  he 
taught  a t  Mankato State Col lege In  Minnesota f rom 1952-59 and moved to  San Jose 
State in  1959-
His  widow,  Ruth,  a lso is  a graduate o f  Whi tman Col lege.  They have four  ch i ldren and 
10 grandchi ldren,  who surv ive.  Son,  David,  is  the pres ident  o f  a computer  company 
in  Los Angeles.  Daughter  Les l ie  and her  husband.  Gene Clements,  l i ve  in  San 
Franc isco,  where Les l ie  is  employed by the State Div is ion o f  Labor  Stat is t ics  and 
Research.  The two youngest  ch i ldren are at torneys.  Donald pract ices in  Los Angeles 
and Nancy in  Washington,  D.C. ,  where she l ives wi th  her  husband,  Nei l  Grunberg.  
Serv ices w i l l  be la ter  in  the week.  Arrangements are s t i l l  incomplete,  however ,  
f r iends wi l l  be welcomed a t  the home a f ter  the serv ices.  In  l ieu of  f lowers,  memo­
r ia ls  are prefer red to  the Facul ty  and Staf f  Scholarsh ip  Fund In  the Col lege Founda­
t ion.  
In format ion on the serv ices w i l l  be ava i lab le  f rom the School  o f  Socia l  and 
Behaviora l  Sc iences,  Ext .  7221,  as soon as i t  is  rece ived f rom the fami ly .  
